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Just connect your gadget computer system or device to the web attaching. Obtain the modern-day innovation
making your downloading On The Altar Of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters From The
Front By James Henry Gooding finished. Also you do not intend to review, you could directly shut the
book soft data as well as open On The Altar Of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters From The
Front By James Henry Gooding it later on. You can likewise effortlessly get guide anywhere, considering
that On The Altar Of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters From The Front By James Henry
Gooding it is in your device. Or when being in the workplace, this On The Altar Of Freedom: A Black
Soldier's Civil War Letters From The Front By James Henry Gooding is likewise recommended to review in
your computer device.

From Publishers Weekly
Gooding belonged to the 54th Massachusetts, the black Union regiment celebrated in the film Glory ; here
his wartime letters to the New Bedford (Mass.) Mercury are augmented with a foreword, annotations and
appendixes.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Gooding (1837-64) was an original member of the 54th Massachusetts, one of the first and most renowned of
the Union's 166 black regiments in the Civil War. The 1989 movie Glory fascinated audiences with its
account of the 54th's exploits, drawn mostly from letters of its young white commander Colonel Robert
Gould Shaw. Gooding adds the sober strain of black manhood amid military monotony and the terrors and
heroism of battle. His 48 pithy and poignant letters to the New Bedford Mercury begin in training camp in
March 1863, move past Glory 's endpiece, the 54th's storming of Fort Wagner in Charleston, and stop with
Gooding's death in battle in 1864. Adams ably augments the remarkable series of letters with an insightful
introduction, fact-filled annotations, and appendixes that expand our understanding of the 54th's men, their
place and time, and their war. Highly recommended for Civil War, military, and African American
collections.
- Thomas J. Davis, Univ. at Buffalo, N.Y.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Our correspondent, 'J.H.G.', is a member of Co. C., of the 54th Massachusetts regiment. He is a colored man
belonging to this city, and his letters are printed by us, verbatim et literatim as we receive them. He is a
truthful and intelligent correspondent, and a good soldier."?The Editors, New Bedford (Massachusetts)
Mercury



"These letters are a rare find. I know of nothing else like them for black soldiers in the Civil War. They give
an unparalleled picture of the activities and thoughts of a black regiment by one of its enlisted men. And best
of all, these letters are about the most famous of all the black regiments, recently made even more famous by
the movie Glory."?James M. McPherson

"The story of the 54th is irresistible. .... Gooding chronicles his regiment's progress from training camp
through its first campaign in Georgia, the struggle for Fort Wagner in 1863 (in which half the regiment fell
before the rebel guns) and the long, frustrating siege of Charleston that followed, but he is at his best arguing
against the twin injustices of denying black soldiers the promotions and equal pay their bravery and sacrifice
should have dictated."?New York Times Book Review

"[Gooding] was well read? allusions range from classical antiquity to Dickens?and a shrewd, witty, and
opinionated observer of military life and the conduct of the war."?New Yorker

"Pithy and poignant. ..... Adams ably augments the remarkable series of letters with an insightful
introduction, fact-filled annotations, and appendixes that expand our understanding of the 54th's men, their
place and time, and their war. Highly recommended."?Library Journal

"This excellent work will appeal to Civil War scholars and laypersons alike."?Civil War History
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Gooding. A task may obligate you to always enhance the knowledge and also encounter. When you have no
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On February 14, 1863, twenty-six-year-old seaman James Henry Gooding volunteered to serve in the
Massachusetts 54th, the first regiment of black soldiers ever recruited for the Union army. Over the next
twelve months, he posted a series of remarkable letters from the front to his hometown newspaper, the
staunchly abolitionist New Bedford Mercury. Written with insight and literary flair, his letters provide a
vidid portrait of the war as seen through the eyes of a black volunteer.

From basic training at Camp Meigs in Readville, Massachusetts, through campaigns in Georgia, South
Carolina, and Florida, Gooding faithfully records the activities of the 54th, including the legendary storming
of Fort Wagner. He also voices the injustice felt by soldiers of his regiment over the issue of unequal pay, the
refusal to promote deserving black enlistees to officer rank, and the deeply ingrained racism of whites in
both the North and South.

Wounded and captured during the battle of Olustee, Florida, in February 1864, Gooding died later that year
in Andersonville Prison.

In her introduction, Virginia M. Adams provides biographical details on Gooding's life and examines the
antebellum history of New Bedford's large and articulate community of free blacks.
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From Publishers Weekly
Gooding belonged to the 54th Massachusetts, the black Union regiment celebrated in the film Glory ; here
his wartime letters to the New Bedford (Mass.) Mercury are augmented with a foreword, annotations and
appendixes.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Gooding (1837-64) was an original member of the 54th Massachusetts, one of the first and most renowned of



the Union's 166 black regiments in the Civil War. The 1989 movie Glory fascinated audiences with its
account of the 54th's exploits, drawn mostly from letters of its young white commander Colonel Robert
Gould Shaw. Gooding adds the sober strain of black manhood amid military monotony and the terrors and
heroism of battle. His 48 pithy and poignant letters to the New Bedford Mercury begin in training camp in
March 1863, move past Glory 's endpiece, the 54th's storming of Fort Wagner in Charleston, and stop with
Gooding's death in battle in 1864. Adams ably augments the remarkable series of letters with an insightful
introduction, fact-filled annotations, and appendixes that expand our understanding of the 54th's men, their
place and time, and their war. Highly recommended for Civil War, military, and African American
collections.
- Thomas J. Davis, Univ. at Buffalo, N.Y.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Our correspondent, 'J.H.G.', is a member of Co. C., of the 54th Massachusetts regiment. He is a colored man
belonging to this city, and his letters are printed by us, verbatim et literatim as we receive them. He is a
truthful and intelligent correspondent, and a good soldier."?The Editors, New Bedford (Massachusetts)
Mercury

"These letters are a rare find. I know of nothing else like them for black soldiers in the Civil War. They give
an unparalleled picture of the activities and thoughts of a black regiment by one of its enlisted men. And best
of all, these letters are about the most famous of all the black regiments, recently made even more famous by
the movie Glory."?James M. McPherson

"The story of the 54th is irresistible. .... Gooding chronicles his regiment's progress from training camp
through its first campaign in Georgia, the struggle for Fort Wagner in 1863 (in which half the regiment fell
before the rebel guns) and the long, frustrating siege of Charleston that followed, but he is at his best arguing
against the twin injustices of denying black soldiers the promotions and equal pay their bravery and sacrifice
should have dictated."?New York Times Book Review

"[Gooding] was well read? allusions range from classical antiquity to Dickens?and a shrewd, witty, and
opinionated observer of military life and the conduct of the war."?New Yorker

"Pithy and poignant. ..... Adams ably augments the remarkable series of letters with an insightful
introduction, fact-filled annotations, and appendixes that expand our understanding of the 54th's men, their
place and time, and their war. Highly recommended."?Library Journal

"This excellent work will appeal to Civil War scholars and laypersons alike."?Civil War History

Most helpful customer reviews

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
One Star
By WILLIAM R. DOWNEY
Excellent book!!!



3 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
Letters from James G. of the 54th Mass
By glory be
This is the story of a Black soldiar, James Henry Gooding of the 54th Mass Infantry, who writes letters of his
experiences during the Civil War.

What a wonderful way to see through his eyes back to a time when we could try but never be able to imagine
what these men lived through.

He describes life in the camp as they drilled under the watchful eye of Col. Robert G, Shaw, "who detects
anything out of keeping with order or military discipline."

Goodings describes life in the camps and there are the inevitable battles, as well as his comments on the New
York Draft riots. Included is his letter to President Lincoln regarding the pay for Black soldiers.

Corporal Gooding was killed at the battle of Olustee Station, Florida, on February 20, 1864. His letters
provide a rich legacy for those of us who have a real interest in the Civil War.

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Five Stars
By Mary
My husband loves this book!

See all 6 customer reviews...
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